BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on the 8th January 2007 

At Chamberlin Hall, Bildeston, at 7.30pm

PRESENT:
Mr A Guttridge
(Chair)

Mrs D E Bayliss
(Clerk)

Mr P Cousins


Mr S HisH

Hiscock

Mr R Lester


Mr R Taylor

Mr N Tye

Mr J Pembroke (County Councillor), and PC Ruth Finbow were present, also 2 members of the public

1. APOLOGIES

Received from Mr S Greenacre, Mr D Cobbold, Mr M Baker and Mr D Keane.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Mr Guttridge declared that he was an employee of Suffolk County Council.

3. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of 11th December 2006 were circulated prior to the meeting, and it was proposed by Mr Tye and seconded by Mr Cousins that they be signed as a correct record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Christmas Tree

This has been taken down. Letter of thanks to go to Tina Hawkins.

Extension of waiting restrictions – Squirrells Mill 

Mrs Proctor, Suffolk County Council has added the request to the list for consideration in the next Financial Year.

Grips

We have heard nothing, Mrs Bayliss to chase.

5. POLICE REPORT

PC Finbow reported two crimes since the last meeting. With regard to parking problems at Squirrells Mill Road, she has dealt with one vehicle parked on a single yellow line for a week, and also spoken to staff at the Medical company.  Policing locally is now back to normal, following the very busy period in December.  During the high winds on 30th December, Shaun Clifford, Tree Surgeon assisted PC Finbow in removing tree from Chelsworth junction, and letter of thanks has gone to him.

6. TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE

Suffolk County Council

Notification of temporary closure of footpaths 4 and 18 due to broken bridges.  The County Council anticipate these will not be repaired until June.   

Notification of closuire of C450 Offton Limb Burners from 15th January for three weeks to allow permanent repairs to the road and public house.

Minerals and Waste consultation document received, this was put on circulation.

Sport England

Questionnaire asking for information on green pitches in the village.  This was passed to Mr Greenacre.

SALC

Subscriptions to rise by 2.7% this year.

Training information received, passed to new Councillors.  

Babergh District Council

Council Tax Base for Bildeston from 1st April 2007 is now £391.95. This information to be passed to Mr Baker.

7. PLANNINIG APPLICATIONS

Levells House – fell to ground level 1 Horse Chestnut tree – BDC do not wish to make TPO in respect of this tree.

The following applications have been received:

Willow Cottage, Wattisham Road – erection of two dwellings with associated garaging in garden.  Construction of new vehicular access. No objections.

The Crown, High Street – alterations and extensions.

Mr Hall a near neighbour, put forward his concerns regarding this development.  He stated this development would overlook his property, the proposed extension to garden area would encroach to within 12 feet of his garden, and he was serious concerned about noise and nuisance.  He asked for the Parish Council support in refusing this development.

There was considerable discussion, and concern for Mr Hall’s views, and the following was proposed.

That we do not object to the development of No. 106 High Street or the physical works, but are very concerned at the potential noise nuisance and social aspects to surrounding properties.  We would wish Babergh to take full account of these concerns in their decision. 

The Crown, High Street Listed building consent alterations and extensions – no objection.

8. REPORT BY MR PEMBROKE

Mr Pembroke stated the recent murder enquiries were likely to cost the Police Authority a considerable amount of money, but it was hopeful that central Government may be willing to help with the costs.  He reported that Suffolk Police had carried out their investigations very professionally and competently.  This was endorsed by all, and it was proposed by Mr Tye and seconded by Mr Cousins that we send a letter to the Chief Constable, endorsing this.

9. TO APPROVE ACCOUNTS

It was proposed by Mr Taylor and seconded by Mr Tye, that the following accounts be paid:

Chq. No. 972
University of Gloucestershire 
£75.00 (Parish Plan Software)

Chq. No. 988

Chq. No. 989
Lubbock Fine


£141.00

Chq. No. 990
Chamberlin Hall Cttee

£16.50

Chq. No. 991
Chamberlin Hall Cttee

£100.00

Chq. No. 992
K Cowan


£192.00

Chq. No. 993
K Cowan


£56.00

Chq. No. 994
K Cowan


£200.00

Chq. No. 995
K Cowan


£40.00

Chq. No. 996
D Mann


£350.00

10. WATTISHAM ROAD PLAYGROUND

Mr Taylor has received letter from Mr Cowan regarding cutting back the hedge nearest the houses.  However, it was felt that more was required than was quoted for.  Mr Taylor will speak to him again, specifying our requirements, and obtain quotation for this.

11. PROVISION OF BUS SHELTER

Mr Cousins said he was concerned that there are approximately  20-30 children waiting for the school bus in Wattisham Road, with no shelter.  He has looked into costings, and these cost between £4,000 - £10,000, but grants are available for up to 100% of the cost.  Councillors did not perceive a need, and felt this would be open to vandalism, however, it was agreed this should be incorporated into the Parish Plan Questionnaire, which was being produced, to see how many people felt this to be a good idea.

12. UPDATE ON BILDSETON PARISH PLAN

Meeting on the 15th January to discuss preparation of a house to house questionnaire.

13. CEMETERY MATTERS

Members of the public were excluded for this item.

Mr Taylor has obtained four tenders for design of the cemetery.  These were opened at meeting.

S Laflin

£27-£30,000
(quoted for design and work)

James Chapman
£800.00

Richared Palmer
£1500.00

Garden Art

£550.00

It was agreed we accept the Garden Art tender in the sum of £550.00. Mr Taylor to inform Garden Art that they have been successful, and arrange for Stage 1 to be presented at our next meeting.

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Neighbourhood Scheme

Mr Cousins said with regard to Mr Gavin Hodge speaking at the Annual Parish Meeting, the Baptist Church were keen to be involved with the Parish Council in taking this forward.  This was felt to be a good idea.

Street Lighting

Mr Tye has been approached regarding concerns that the High Street near to Newberry House was very dark, and whether we could erect a street light in this area.  Mr Taylor said any further street light provision needs to be incorporated into our co-ordinated programme, and he and Mr Tye will look at the problem and report back.

Footpath Map

Mr Spindler has produced draft, which looks very good.  It was suggested he liaise with the Suffolk County Council Rights of Way Team to ensure correct information is given.

A Mr Levant Salis has contacted Mrs Bayliss by e-mail asking for contact details of a family he met who lived in Bildeston in 1994.  Non-one present had any information, this to be put in the Bugle.

Date of next meeting

Monday 12th February 2007, at 7.30pm in Chamberlin Hall.  The date of the Annual Parish Meeting to be the 16th April 2007.

There was no other business.  The meeting closed at 9.35pm

DEB/d  09.01.07.

